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In order to appreciate these events in their proportion,
it Is necessary to go back at least as far as May, 1938,
when the Czechs disseminated a purely fictitious account
of a German mobilization, and themselves mobilized.
From that day tension mounted in all the Chancelleries
of Europe, until the crisis of September developed to the
terrible conclusion that we might have to fight a world
war about a matter on which virtual agreement had
already been reached. We need not go into the rights
and wrongs of the Sudeten case here, beyond quoting
Lord Runciman's admirable letter to Mr. Neville Cham-
berlain of September aist, 1938:

" It is a hard thing," he wrote, " to be ruled by an alien
race; and I have been left with the impression that Czecho-
slovak rule in the Sudeten areas for the last twenty years,
though not actively oppressive and certainly not ' terroristic/
has been marked by tactlessness, lack of understanding, petty
intolerance and discrimination, to a point where the resent-
ment of the German population was inevitably moving in the
direction of revolt.

" The Sudeten Germans felt, too, that In the past they had
been given many promises by the Czecho-Slovak Govern-
ment, but that little or no action had followed these promises.

" Local irritations were added to these major grievances.
Czech officials and Czech police, speaking little or no Ger-
man, were appointed in large numbers to purely German dis-
tricts; Czech agricultural colonists were encouraged to settle
on land transferred under the Land Reform in the middle of
German populations; for the children of these Czech invaders
Czech schools were built on a large scale; there is a very general
belief that Czech firms were favoured as against German
firms in the allocation of State contracts and that the State
provided work and relief for Czechs more readily than for
Germans. I believe these complaints to be in the main iusti-
fied,                                     /                  . .

"All these, and other, grievances were intensified by the
reactions of the economic crisis on the Sudeten industries,
which form so important a part of the life of the people.

" At the time of my arrival, the more moderate Sudeten
leaders still desired a settlement within the frontiers of the
Czecho-Slovak State. They realized what war would mean in